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FtF: Global hunger is solvable
The Africa Research In Sustainable Intensification for the Next Generation 
(Africa RISING) Program was created to facilitate this process for smallholder 
farm households in sub-Saharan Africa.
Requires innovative partnerships:
(i) within the research community (multidiscipline integration) for 
developing context specific technological solutions, and
(ii) with the private and public sectors for taking these solutions to scale.
“Catching up to yield potential is possible if more farmers can access and 
efficiently utilize the available and new knowledge and technological 
innovations that address intensification of farming in a sustainable manner.”
Phase II ESA Project’s Vision of Success
Action research products will be complemented with extension 
materials and rural development strategies that will be 
developed to stimulate technology dissemination and learning 
activities, and extended to about 300,000 households by the 
year 2021.
Key driver: Partnership with development projects which are 
willing to, and capable of taking Africa RISING innovations to 
scale.
…plan together to generate multi-discipline sustainable intensification innovations 
that address at household and landscape level challenges 
Partnership within research community
Examples of the research we do
Optimising crop ecology
Food-food intercrops
Food-tree 
intercrops
Optimizing ISFM
We show evidence of success based on larger numbers of households 
engaged in adaptation trials.
A = Improved practice: good plant spacing and fertiliser management. 
B = Farmer practice.
A B
SWC/Landscape technologies
Integrated physical and 
biological barriers
In-situ water harvesting
S & W loss measurements 
Use of improved 
technologies for cleaning, 
drying and storage of farm 
produce.
Livestock forages, feeds 
and feeding.
We translate what 
we do into simplified 
messages that can 
be understood by 
farmers, 
development 
partners and other 
stakeholders.
Why partner with development institutions?
Research Partners:
Conduct
farmer-driven research 
Africa 
RISING
(1000s of farmers)
(10,000s – 100,000s of farmers)
Public  sector: 
• Extension Program 
Areas
• School programs
• Media
Private Sector
•Inputs (e.g., seed 
companies)
•Markets (e.g., export 
companies)
•Media
USAID Development 
projects
Alliance for scaling & 
research (R-in-D)
Experiences with CRS in our ESA countries
CRS/CIMMYT/Zambia ARI collaboration: Research
Objective and implementation
• To evaluate the performance of green 
manure cover crops on crop productivity, 
soil quality and residual effects 
• Implemented on-station to address 
knowledge gaps (3 research trials)
• Implemented on-farm to facilitate rapid 
scaling (48 trial replicates, 24 closely 
monitored by researchers)
• Role for research – proof of concept
• Joint funding arrangements
CRS/IITA/WorldVeg collaboration (Tz): Scaling
Objective and implementation
• 2016 - Scaling out vegetable varieties and 
GAPs in NAFAKA villages in Kilombero with 
CRS’ private support providers (PSP). 
WorldVeg continued working with Caritas.
• 2017- WorldVeg training CRS’ progressive 
farmers in 18 villages in Mbeya Rural and 
Mbarali districts on vegetable GAPs. 
Seedkits are used for WorldVeg demo plots 
and for CRS’ sack gardens (under the 
Accelerated Stunting Reduction Project).
• Joint funding arrangements
AR/CRS/OSSEDI collaboration in Malawi 
(INVC Bridging Activity)
 CRS has partnered with Sustainable Socio-Economic Development 
Initiative (OSSEDI) in the INVC Bridging activity, to reach out to 18,000 
beneficiaries to access to improved legume (groundnut, pigeon pea, 
soybean) seeds through seed fairs, in Balaka, Machinga and Mangochi 
districts in southern Malawi.
 CRS/OSSEDI partnership with support from Africa RISING is promoting  
double-up legume technology as well as the double row and compact 
plant  population to improve productivity through farmer training and 
extension messages.
 Sub-contract funding arrangements
AR-CRS Malawi: Capacity building for scaling new innovation
The doubled-up legume  rotation 
(DLR) technology of intercropping 
two grain legumes with 
complementary growth habits 
has been approved by the 
Malawi government. 
It contributes to nutrition  ('doubles' 
grain legume crops).
It contributes to natural resource 
sustenance ('doubles' soil fertility 
benefits).
It increases household income (lower 
N fertiliser purchase).
CRS requested AR to build capacity 
of its staff to take this technology 
to scale
Joint funding arrangements
We can do more, together.
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